
Senate Bill 1448 An Act Extending the State Physician Profile 
and Related Malpractice Reporting Requirements to Certain Other Health Care Providers 

Statement of Robert L. Hirtle 

Senator McDonald, Representative Lawlor and members of the Judiciary Committee: 

I am Attorney Robert L. Hirtle of Hartford. I have been general counsel to The 
Connecticut Chiropractic Association since 197 1 and during that time I have defended most of 
the malpractice claims made against chiropractors in this state. 

I would like to talk about fairness and tell you a little bit about what has been going on 
here at the General Assembly this session with regard to the practice of Chiropractic. 

The session began with a bill which proposed that chiropractors - and only chiropractors - 
be added to the malpractice data reporting law. The Connecticut Chiropractic Association 
thought that was unfair and said so because it singled out chiropractors for special treatment. 
That approach is wrong. 

Almost immediately, a second bill surfaced. This one required that chiropractors - and 
only chiropractors - obtain written informed consent statements from their patients prior to 
administering any treatment. The Connecticut Chiropractic Association thought that was unfair 
and said so because, again, it singled out chiropractic for discriminatory treatment. 

Then, a third bill was proposed to penalize chiropractors - and only chiropractors 
regarding the use of the word "doctor". The Connecticut Chiropractic Association thought that 
was unfair and said so. 

Today, you might hear the same criticisms of Chiropractic voiced before other 
Committees. It is obviously tragic when something goes wrong with a medical procedure. 
Unfortunately, adverse consequences sometimes happen. They happen in every medical 
specialty. I can tell you that the risks of adverse consequences fiom Chiropractic are very small. 
The procedures are safe and they work for thousands of patients in Connecticut every day. The 
incident of h a m  is approximately once in five years. At the present time there are no 
chiropractic malpractice cases pending in Connecticut courts. 

From day one, we have made essentially one point to the various committees that have 
reviewed these anti-chiropractic bills. Hold us to any standard or rule you want to, but apply it 
equally to all other medical professions. Don't just single us out. 
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Senate Bill 1448 involves adding certain medical professions to the so-called physician's 
profile which is easily accessible on DHP's web site. 

If you are going to require profiling of Chiropractors, then add every other licensed 
medical profession to this bill. Several professions are missing from it right now. You need to 
add in physical therapists, opticians, occupational therapists, accupuncturists, nurse midwives, 
among others. 

If you do that, the Chiropractic profession will support Senate Bill 1448. 

We are happy to have this scrutiny of our profession. The best indicator of the risks of 
medical procedures can be found in the malpractice premiums that members of the profession 
Pay. 

The average full-coverage policy for chiropractic in Connecticut - which provides $1 
million in coverage for an individual claim and $3 million for all claims - is $3,000.00 per year. 
Yes, I said per year. 

If our members had a problem with malpractice, then it would show up in their 
premiums. It hasn't - because chiropractic is not a high risk health care profession. 

On behalf of all of the members of the Connecticut Chiropractic Association, let me close 
by saying it is time to end these attacks on Chiropractic. Bills that are drafted to hurt just one 
specific profession should not be passed. They are wrong. 

Senate Bill 1448 provides some degree of fairness. We can support it if you include all 
health care professions. 

Thank you. 
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3 months t h a t  my i n s u r a n c e  

helped p a y  for. H e  bought lots of expensive exercise e q u i p m e n t  a n d  h i r e d  someone to h e l p  

me dress a n d  bathe. After almost two years of s p e n d i n g  n e a r l y  7  h o u r s  every d a y  exercising, 

I got most of my life back. 

During t h i s  time a n d  certainly for months a f t e r w a r d s ,  I found o u t  t h a t  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  to 

me was NOT a n  isolated incident. T h e r e  a p p e a r e d  to be tons of information, articles a n d  

studies on t h e  i n t e r n e t  directly r e l a t i n g  t h e  incidence of s t r o k e  to c h i r o p r a c t i c  s p i n a l  a n d  

cervical m a n i p u l a t i o n .  I found out t h a t  t h e r e  were also a  n u m b e r  of support, a n d  i n f o r m a t i v e  

groups a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h a t  consisted of h u n d r e d s  of victims who were suffering f r o m  t h e  

effects of a  c h i r o p r a c t i c  manipulation o r  who h a d  died f r o m  one. I never, ever knew t h a t  a  

c h i r o p r a c t i c  m a n i p u l a t i o n  could cause a  s t r o k e  o r  even have r i s k s  a t  all. T h e  only t h i n g  I h a d  

ever r e a d  a b o u t  t h e m  was t h a t  c h i r o p r a c t i c  m a n i p u l a t i o n s  were a  SAFE, INEXPENSIVE 

a n d  NATURAL a l t e r n a t i v e  to medical science. 

Risks of c h i r o p r a c t i c  manipulation have been discussed f o r  years i n  almost every medical 

journal, n o t  only h e r e  i n  t h e  United States, b u t  also i n  C a n a d a ,  I r e l a n d ,  Australia, U.K. 

Denmark, N e t h e r l a n d s ,  Germany, Malaysia a n d  S p a i n .  

With t h e  passage of Bill # 1448, the citizens of Connecticut will be able to check out not only 
a specific chiropractor, but also other healthcare providers' education, post graduate 
training, as well as malpractice claims and settlements and prior felony convictions. This 
information is vital in protecting our families from irresponsible heath care providers. 

Today, residents of Connecticut are able to look up the same information on the internet, 
which Bill # 1448 is proposing, for any licensed medical doctor and/or homeopathic 
physician. It should be the same for other healthcare providers as well, especially for those 
physicians in alternative healthcare. Considering the public's increasing thirst for 
inexpensive, alternative care over the past decade, which is advertised as safe and natural yet 
so little paJ information exists. 

I truly believe that the passage of Bill # 1448 will not only save some people from possibly 
making bad healthcare choices but will also save insurance companies from having to 
support the uninformed, needlessly, injured victim. Bill # 1448 will not of course, be a "cure- 
all" to prevent irresponsible healthcare, but it sure would be a good place to start. 

Since I am unable to be there in person today to testify, I appreciate your time in reading 
what I have to say. I hope you will support Bill # 1448. Thank you. 


